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October U , 1941 

Director of Priorities 
Office of Prodiaction Management 
Room 504 
462 Indiana Avenue, N. W. 
?Jashington, D. C. 

ijentlemen: 

Inclosed herewith is copy of a letter addressed to the 
Seattle -Quartermaster Depot by the Ford Motor Company, Seattle, 
Washington under date of October 9, 1941 together v/ith a copy 
of that Company's application for a project priority rating, the 
original of i*ich was forvra,rded to your office under date of 
October 13, 1941. 

The War Department has recently purchased the building 
now occupied by the Ford Motor Company for the use of the Seattle 
Quartermaster Depot. The purchase instrument, however, contained 
a provision that officials of the Ford Motor Company would continue 
to occupy office space in the building for a period of nine months 
or for such shorter period as might be necessary for the company-
officials to find suitable office space else-where. 

It will be noted from the Inclosed correspondence that the 
Ford Motor Company has been unable to find suitable office space in 
or near Seattle primarily for the reason that defense activities 
in this area are occupying much of the available space. As a result, 
it is necessary for the company to erect a new building and it is a 
matter of vital concern to the Seattle Quartermaster Depot that it 
be erected at the earliest possible date in order that the space 
now occupied by the Company officials can promptly be occupied by 
Array personnel vihose available space at this time is not adequate 
to meet the minimum requirements. 

An extremely acute situation 'with respect to office 
space exists in and near the City of Seattle at this time, and in 
this instance it is apparent that the proposed building to be 
erected by the Ford Motor Company has a direct bearing upon defense 
activities in this area. 

In view of the above, it is urgently requested that the 
application of the Ford Motor Company be given favorable consider­
ation by your office, and it will be appreciated if you ydll keep 
this office advised of the action taken with respect to this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

' USEPAS 

. C O . THRASHER 

Depot Quar tennas te r ( l '352539 

I n c l s : 2 #1 Cpy L t r f r Ford Motor Co. #2 - Cpy L t r f r Ford Motor Co 
to S e a t t l e GM Depot(10-'9-4l) t o Dir . of P r i o r i t i e s (10-13-41) C O P Y 
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October 14, 1941 

SUBJECT: Priorities -

TO: Office of The Quartermaster General 

1. Inclosed hereipd-th is copy of letter from the Ford Motor Company 
Seattle, Washington together with copy of a letter addressed to the 
Director of Priorities, Office of Production Management, setting forth 
an application for a project priority rating in connection vdth the 
proposed new structure to be erected for the Ford Motor Com̂ pany. 

2. The building occupied by the officials of the Ford Motor 
Company at the present tim>e has recently been purchased by the War 
Department for the use of the Seattle Quartermaster Depot. It was pro­
vided in the ptu*chase instrument, however, that a portion of the 
building would continue to be occupied by officials Of the Ford Motor 
Compan.7 for a period of nine months or for such shorter period as might 
be necessary for those officials to find suitable office space elsev̂ iere. 

3. The building under consideration contains a large amount of 
storage space but the office spa.ce is extremely limited. As a insult of 
this fact only a small portion of the personnel of the Seattle Quarter­
master Depot are able to maintain offices in the building until such 
time as officials of the Ford Motor Com.pany have vacated the building. 
Ihe application of the Ford Motor Company for a project priority rating 
yrfiich will enable them, to construct a new building is therefore, a 
matter of concern to the Seattle Quartermaster Depot. 

4. It is requested that every possible assistance be given in 
procuring and expediting approval of the application inasmuch as the , 
urgency of the situation is as great as vrould be the case if the building 
v»'as being erected by the Government for use of the Seattle Quartermaster 
Depot. 

C O . HfflASHER 
-Ut • o O X . , W » M « \j « 

Depot Quartermaster 

Incls: 2 
#1 - Cpy. Ltr. fr Ford Motor Co, 

to Seattle 'QM Depot (10-9-41) 
Cpy. Ltr. fr Ford Motor Co. 
to Dir. of P r io r i t i e s (10-13-41) P 
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l5Qafcll@ S|i^K^i«]^ast«.r'® '©spot 
15if klimlms. Wi' 

Bver eifico nO:^otiiitions for tho ealo ol" the Ford,prope?'fcy 
in Seactls to tho Federal Government, vre have been endeax^oriiig to 
.locate a buildiHi^; vri.t-h ajiprosijriately 30,000 square feet on ono, or 
not jsoro then tv:o Tloors, in to which ^w CQU1<J qulck.ly sovo m.T opera-
t ioaa . A survey iias been n âdo of s^'-iy nocslbi? e t rac ture , not only 
hej«s, but i n other coriyauoitiee as far south as Portland, Oregon, laAt 
ifflthout. ŝ GCQso> Koarly every r ea l esbato Sj^ertt in the City ef 
SoiitilOj as r.roll ae i a tho City of Portland, has boen vsry act ive 
Qndea\'Graii;j to .locate 6«itabl'S ^particr^* I t IES apparent 'v^^b de-
feris® a c t i v i t i e s , principally in the sirplariO f ie lds have ti^ken a l l 
isarshoufje Kp-aco, ;U.l of t h i s , s s sfca-ted. has b-esn dono t/ith tiia 
Idea of a Ciaisk :̂ om> to give you irsnediste accof.'s to tiao oat i r e Pord 
bransM builMaf. <itC"- ,«"•;.,'' 

In %'lov; oi' t h i s f a i l u r a , i t has \>3cosis nwiecsary that oup--
coiupany arraJ3.-;*3 for a strucfeur® to be b u i l t , A legat ion i s not? ,,':l' ' 
avai lable , ai'id arrangeriicnts aro sLiost coraolrstgd. i-iiich include^4H^ 
ten ta t ive effiloction of a builder who ic Just coiap-lefein;? » eo i i t . t^ |« 
and has 3^i'i'ioior^t -v^rkers avai lable for l^srsedlato s t a r t ing o£ d îj-r. 
struct!ons '̂ -iu-ch -isill allot? an early occttpa-r-cy, pr-ovidod V4̂  e»i-} f̂ t̂j. ",, 
t h i s projoct ur̂ ricji' vvay ouickly. '"•"•-

•,;e 5ri.rncir]Lly so l i c i t your ass is tance i a obtsinla;, riat^l^i^ --J 
a i s for til;; ijuilujnf; 'tJ-irou f̂h p r i o r i t y virv-a îff̂ -'-'"'•r'.s, trjlo r d l l allov; 
the Qa î̂ tf--r'-'i'QbeT*it ifepurfa&e.'it to havo a t t.';e c^uTllwot; pcssittic date 
the uso c.r t'io '9i'\tlr3 ferancls builviiii,*^ t;h.lch i s voi-j hadly nt?odod nt 
the rree&.?nt tJ. " . iho s-r-prcĵ cLKjiiv-c .̂ -"jijyfit of nr^tc^rial tha t :d j j . bs 
roquirF.d Is i-i z'r.o nsij^-hborhcod of if-lcOsO-ul.OO. i^ollowin-? cva a 
nuabor of t'u it.,.C'=;;i,a th&t t-ho builder ?dot,3 0,3 f»?scesitles for the 
construction o.." th^ buildxRg. For your i;ifor<'r;i:xtion, the «:'iLllf!i.n5 i s 
beinf; rABmvjn to ftliinirt-rito every i t o a roasihlii L-h-ut .is nov copaiderad 
necous^ry fo<' rtoi'crise vspork. In otbsr -^ords, dlt'-Ccreat -sat-sriaJ-S arc 
bsjing used ?T^orov'3r i t io at a i l possible to do so: 

, | 0 toipSeinfol-oing'Steel 
2©- ton^ Stracturi i i Ste-el 
AffrseM8a:teiy ,10,000 s^-Kire f^et Steel iasis 
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/ CoioMl. S. 0, Sa-astier '• - i - - mt&Mv $i i % l 

- A^spiKlsaMly' Ij© -PissbiSf WixMrnm^ • 
$ ^ j m M worth of fi|!0 ^f®r-tlasbiag, 
Ifeatliaf, m4 'SprisMSmg Syfftea 

-i0,QQ® « ^ » 9 f©$%. 4 - 4 - Ifi :̂  1© Ife-
lufereinf ^mm. 

20jOO@ -. S^iaeft' HI® 
Bhm0t-W&t&l.̂  :app'0xls5a*s- vala©^ |1®§.'®0 

'Hiaffe mil l no doubt f*e a tmi o&cr i t e a s , but the^e are 
the prin«i | jal ones that fo t o siake up the ball? of isatorisl nê '̂-Md. 

He aro £K3t c o a p l ^ e l y faisi l iar with Just how t i l l s ' cmi be 
handled, anci •>« \-dU great ly approolate your g u i d a a e aad asslsta^ie®:. 
Omlers-t^id tha t i f i t ie posslbl« to h&rm a p r i o r i t y r a t ing -'.C A-l 
asslfned %© th® projec t , ce r t i f lea t@© could te Issued as •aaterial 
i s r^qoirsd. In the ©"vent tha t •fches's i s any in forsa t ios y©a ssy 
d®slre tfca» *i0 bsfB fa i led te give you. fcladly advise. 

Mf s s s«y at laiis tisss t ha t y<m an4 a l l of your 6S8ocla.ee-
officers te^^ 'tmeii sxtwjsaly ce-oparaMve curinf tta oceapanoy of 
t h i s baildiBg, asd W0 siacer^ly i n i s t tha t i l >sill be possitelB for 
ES t© tsafe© a cpick 350v# i a o»tl©r ao-t to Bsapsr ymxF exi^maloa i n 
a ^ ,aa8»®:?» 

Ss«attBf f w i v®af fetodlf f o r ««y e©5ir%0aie« ««*#it?i«iij ^ ^ 
-a»«,, 

'•, Imms- vmy temly 

1 s, a -a f -O' r-

^̂ '̂•̂  ^̂ -̂  «ft} 

http://6S8ocla.ee
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— ^ ^ ^ ^ , ^ | ^ ^ * > | g l » !̂̂ ^ ^ ^ f t « ^ ^ ^ 
Bear U m ^ m ^ ^ ^€«4* ^^»## to %hm m ^ ^ p-cf t^f . 

^Um iat liftf«idl^ siul« for A w^^mllk pe%mtk%f iMch i s d»id2^ %& 

inst@r ^p(i4 in a«»t%-la for tbfiHiMi piqp9MN»* % • lafonBiti9» i a 
4)»%all i « listed^ m x^f^pl^-t^,^ INPt^ *itiii.<|.„,iifc.jL J^ .mU pi^i^^rttt 

*. „̂  m^m^i m%^m m 

9f ^ 9 ps^ac^plL Offi«e * 

f@i»ryi Air»n»» Ssalili a% m ^ ^ a m.tmA, $«&t«l>»4 

l̂fc«» 3t«^Ml «f «ftshli^«M» <lr«em, ^et«r t ! . I H | ^ 

-•wirt^s a «t©ek of ^liosobiie p a ^ for t̂ *© swMfvlelag % 
®f ford r.pi^«%s. feifipafly Imn b9«» la ittsiiie*i i a .* 
M^^%3» f@r tliirty-foiar yo&£is «ini. IMI to^^e hmuMî  i a . 
m Mrg» «awat% bailitn^f, ^i%A.-mm rwmskMy sdUl i*. 

' pu te 6o aerw s«t mSi$ lbNM^#».l o«»ers^ bofe lar .^ X-
Wkm^ mi@3W ^ Fesitt m^fum^ thmt ai% ©o^r^^d in <3sm .̂ 
fMHW pr>@J«0ts threit^mA tfe@ «nfeix0 fiionOnfMt. 

J' 



a i , ) r«4^ ^ F r i o r l t i e s ^ ^ Oetolwr 13, ISsa 

t o de f«a8* i#^^ -

A pr&vliAmk'm%§^i^iU a r ^ J ^ftSlM&sf "to the An'©' 
^Mtrtezfi&ster Separtaent j^'ovided for r e i e s t i en of 00,OCX) 
'iiq|it»r« fo«^ I r ^fi- ^ord Mo^or dampvaf fe r a period of aln@ 
w»fth8 a f i e r dolivt^jEy of th@ ^MMi* £iNirr ef for t was .tsadto 
t o avoid & buildii;^ proJ0ei a t t k i s tlsw Isif a i i^nptl i ;^ IN)' 
Imattm q^r%mr» m l t a b l e to t h s type of o|)«r»tio)pi oaxrlad 
on t ^ th« i^sa^ M0ts<»r €ba|W9gr tBŜ  ̂  ftUoir t he Cuart^»%eiisrt«^ 
Dep^rtr^iit t« have i^ii»edlat@ se^a^a to th@ en t i re pr^pert^* 

c o v e r s ^ of th« IN^rUnvest area hau be&n sad», !!«î  
work has f i l l e d confJjetoly a l l s t ruc tnres sult.iLl© 

iSkr t h i e 'Bort:, Cnly a t th« l a s t rftsort, i s th« r«qpi»st 
bsiii^ aadte for p<!r5.d8aior) fee b«i ld , i n order t e atXJusm tla» 
]̂ >Ae9 mm beinj; ns»4 hf th^ Ford Motor 0(m^a^ t o be r©-" 
lln-.|,ttished and turnsd «v<2r to the juartei^sadt^r SspRrtment 
« t as! @arly a date ms |>D»$ible. Kffort has '-wmi jmS» %& 
mmid tk» US0 of c r i t i c a l rmt^r ia ls i n ©vexy amm»r possiMA 
^ itrfifl^iiJIf t o build a rtlll-tjpo «^««tra«*.4e«&t W '-h * '-id 
aiNttlii>l»y ooatraetor e ^ i a ^ ©ff c^j^ar iw îfi; -wiM sv:ii.L,:- ;.le 
;iMEt» llsis pro^ooi eiBi lie r^ft«d to i^os^ioti^ffls i » not to 

6. jJodcription of )i^% i n i^mio^[&l&tod •> 
*. 

1%M building «dl l b* e«nst .n»to4 v i t h £«oiixfi(»?eiNi 
WMieivto i»llj», foundations and f l o o r , a ^ « i ^ t i a ^ e r 
pos t s , trasoei^, pu r l i n s , ^Mi^i « M r<oof ^mtUiimg, (hm-
creto or ;sa«ofasry 'mJJU wlH «i@^9se garago, s a i a i l 
i a t o r i o r openiajpi in to etli«r f@t*i@ja» of tho i«li«lijig 
w i l l bo eqaippetj irf,th j ^ l f - « l a « i % a@tal i l m ^ m r s . l i l 
otbsr i n t e r i o r wa-lls and parfcitie«« « l l l feo Iwl l t of 2* 
XiO pilaxik se t ve r t i e a l i y mA j^iuiterod or £lm^k»4 id th IKIII 
board i n offieisa only. 1 ^ ti«tf w i l l be eov«f®d •^ th 
a«boafto8 f e l t roofinif. Th® ^ t » r i o r eoiwsrofce l a l l s aAd 
a l l 'InlHMiiar iiurf^eos wi l l bo paintod. A Xcaiing pX&tfora 
Mftd( 4lproWMHi raiJLn>ad t rack w i l l bo b a i l t am! have a l l 
o p i e l j ^ iM Hallo f i t t o d with ovoi^tcad wood doots. Steel 
sai^ wi l l be j.usffeallod i a a.ll ffindow ^potilagB in ^?alla 
•̂•m roof aen l to r s . F la te iflays window* ifi show-rooins, 

giM09 bJxKsks i n poytlons of ef f lee windows, and ^^Xass l a 
gorlfttli off ioo pa r t i t ions . tmrr^z%0 f loor wi l l bo l a i d 
S»-tttm yooat, ooriialt t i l e f loor i n off ieeo, and -msod 
blodc f loor I s trttekia>- area ailjacsnt to dopresssd r a i l ­
road trod^. ^ t » ^ n ^ d acoustic e o i U n ^ i n a i l o | f | 

• ».»s? 

'v̂ - AdeNy^t^ plumibiffif snd dxs.inofe -will bo pî î fl̂ M^f 
tofetf-ter with a cesapleto BrTit^il0t oystoas. 411 |3«^a?i© 
of %ho iwdUbdicf̂  ?dJLl be heated - the offlcos to fO de-
^roo»y SMt 1 ^ rofsaj ndor to 60 mgramt > ^ a oto«a 



r ^ , ^ „ w ^ p ^ . . , j , - ^ # ^ , ^ 

Mjtm%mt o f ' f r l o r t t i o a - > October 1 3 , i $ | l 

Kf^tMi aisii^ x^ ' ia tofo 4»i wd,t f»n l ^a to i« . ttM 
Isi^ « d l l ^ v « a eoflipioto e l a e t r i e % i r i ^ t s f 0 m l » 
T i ^ tmmss t for l i g h t l a t and cmvmieaes oatloto-

m / ^ otparo f ^ t M p ^ o a d adjacw^ t o tbo 
b i d l d l ^ w i l l be pavod witft ' H a d e 1fep» «id wolo i»d l i t 
4* 'Wire f«ffle«. 

y ?. %po of w t o f i a l . | s 4 o< âi|xa<aa;t ropdrod •« 

I 350,J-:A;' vonoor 
650,000' l » b e p 
2100 cuaic yards aaady-l£ix coiUKroio 
ib&tO@@ ottiliila? t l l o 
U j ^ mi. f t . p las te r J*tk 
2i5 totts pla.st«r 

1 ^ 
SOO papor 4 l « r 

«Adle«dl 

%r. 

&qs» sweftag aaphal t , 
» gsObr. iroaSf «opptf 
oq. f t . termsJBO 

l>,iO0 eq. f t . aeeo'istio&i -astorlaX .̂  . 
1.6 toiw ®t»etmral » t*«l , b o l t s , iwlb, 

piftto iitid isisiiors 
43 to«SB reinforoing sUaol 

' i ^ « i i oq. f t . aasli 6 ^ , M^m 
"ttaSkji' »it terlals 

k.TM U P , f t . l /2« 0€«*dt pipo 

J@& •* • 1-1/4* •^' ** 

J H l f t i i r t 1 H '%&a- i_a,,.u. g i f ^ _̂  _̂_ S@BS»^TO.̂ ^WW ^5 ' l 'WWSW's^S"*?^ 

_4,200 l i s . f t . #12 idyew-
;;^ f ixiaroo, w ^ r p t p e , oaot 

f i t i i £ ^ y afiiA^a.mr Ufstmt... 
jdlpe, i»t«y pipo sad gayli^iged i n a i 

ilftsoi » . S . , plat®, m t a l t i 4 a 
^ * # a , 4 0 S M s . f t . foae® 

fiiaelc top |««wii«tt - 9CW « | . yds . 
• 4«iJtealt t l l o 

17,5©©.0© 

4 ^ . 0 0 

4. 0 
->. •'.) - J O 

3,^0.00 

t,^^.l3t 

V f " 

>j *immn Slid O l i 

nii i«l i t r f a , ©ffie® imrtitiffla, 

l«@lt 

3,foe.^ 
4,50©.a© 

f,4C».00 
4*603.08 

• % -

•;, 1 , 4 0 0 . K K ) 
249. CO 

ao.ooo.-OQ 

•.r i---^ 
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Wb?«e-tor «tf m b̂mti.%i»m --4- Oetobor 13, 1%1 

^i^Ms't^g. Oertiricufco of neoosslty wa^»er, i f say -

¥ I t ia respectfully ae^ftd tttat a prlortty nomber be 
'-S----«Mldl̂ «d to this itmjoct of a t l a i s t A-i-A or better to 

allow tfeo ':jaartoFEe^stor Oepan^oiril t o liavo protMiii -sfĵ sm 
a t iiwirlioot dato. 

'J i^ $. Sotimatod tiki.to of ocMiplstioa » 

150 days after ths o tar t . 

| 1 '-timated «o3t to eo^ploto -

^-. 

4i i (a) Materials - 1158,257.00 
(fe) l»tal - $2?D,(Kl©.a© 

i ^ . Perc^it ooaplot* a t pNMKsrtt -

^jigl'-^rty avsiilabloi b'oiialnj: not st&rtod aa y»t f«r 
on. E»a% to corstoaee imaediate conotrtit@ti€n* w 

^ i s roq^a^it for oonsidorat-ioa io bsln/' made by tlio fm^ 
Motor Qemî mB̂  ir. boJ^aif of tho owiwrs and ^xdld^rs of the ^^uildlag 
to bo Iwwad, inasmudti 4is t ^ movo th&t i s soeossa^^ by this ci^sipm^ 
idM aJ^ t l » :4ffiartoi'!3adt@r Dopartt^nt in obtaining badly nooded 
%aroho«3o opaco in Soattlo. this hus boon MW^otoly diooaoosd î sd 
oavwr&d with Li«»utetJaRt-Oolofiel 0. Q. t l i r a i ^ r o£ tho deattlo v̂ ua2*tor~ 

fMBP« * O I ^ t f « i f 

9«i»:^«^ft C^H ĴWr 
*4 

• c 

M a R a j | e r 

V l ^ t ^ 




